
 

 

 

 

The latest monthly round-up of research and news around pay and income inequality.  

Most of the information in this email was previously reported via our twitterfeed (@equalitytrust). 

NEWS FROM TET 

Professors Pickett and Wilkinson featured in The Observer discussing how research on inequality has 

developed five years after the publication of The Spirit Level.  

An event was also held in Parliament to celebrate the 5th anniversary of the publication of the Spirit 

Level. 

Research from the Equality Trust’s estimates that inequality ‘costs Britain £39bn a year’. This 

featured in the Observer, The Independent, the Daily Mirror and the New Statesman.   

The Equality Trust’s Tim Stacey wrote in the London Economic on how the Budget could fail to tackle 

the bigger picture of inequality.  

New Equality Trust blogs on: 

 New IMF research examining the relationship between growth, redistribution and inequality 

 The failure of the UKs industrial policy 

 Pay ratios and the new Fair Trade 

 The need to tackle inequality on all fronts 

PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

TET quoted in Forbes article on inequality and the UK's poor productivity. 

Oxfam research shows the top five richest families in Britain worth more than the bottom 20%. 

Pay inequality between the top 10% and bottom 10% has widened since 2000, rising by 14% in 

London according to TUC. 

The 'most advantaged 20% of young people are seven times more likely to attend top universities 

than the 40% most disadvantaged' according to new stats. 

Resolution Foundation finds more than 70% of gains from scrapping the 10p savings rate goes to 

better-off families. 

Inequality may be at a 28 year low, but it is forecast to increase massively according to Mehdi Hasan. 

http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/mar/09/society-unequal-the-spirit-level?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/news/report-how-inequality-became-issue-–-five-years-spirit-level
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/The%20Cost%20of%20Inequality%20%20-%20full%20report.pdf?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/mar/16/inequality-costs-uk-billions?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/mar/16/inequality-costs-uk-billions?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/yasmin-alibhaibrown-with-britain-becoming-ever-more-unequal-we-need-the-likes-of-tony-benn-and-bob-crow-more-than-ever-9195461.html?origin=internalSearch
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/top-five-richest-families-britain-3251141
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2014/03/how-inequality-costing-economy-billions
http://www.thelondoneconomic.com/2014/03/18/the-budget-and-the-bigger-picture/?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/news/redistribution-recipe-growth
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/news/industrial-indecisiveness-lets-inequality-deepen
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/news/could-pay-ratios-become-new-fair-trade
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/news/inequality-needs-be-tackled-all-fronts
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jaymcgregor/2014/03/24/in-the-uk-the-harder-you-work-the-less-you-achieve/?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/britains-five-richest-families-worth-as-much-as-poorest-20-per-cent-says-oxfam-9195914.html?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2014/mar/24/tuc-living-wage-pay-inequality?CMP=twt_gu
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/news/oxbridge-access-dfe-releases-free-school-meal-stats/2012190.article
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/economics/10716868/Abolition-of-10p-rate-on-savings-to-benefit-pensioners.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/mehdi-hasan/budget-2014-george-osborne_b_4999105.html?utm_hp_ref=uk


New website shows how inequality has changed in 25 countries over the last 100 years. 

The IMF Warns Inequality Is a Drag on Growth. 

The OECD urges its members to do more about inequality. 

"Is Surging Inequality Endemic to Capitalism?" -Thomas Piketty's new book reviewed by John 

Cassidy. 

A more redistributive tax system appears to lead to higher growth, says Jonathan Ostry of the IMF. 

The Compassion Gap: The neurological biases behind attitudes towards the poor and how they 

explain beliefs on inequality. 

Tackling inequality "will be central to any government that [Ed Miliband] leads", says advisor Stewart 

Wood. 

"David Cameron ... believes the Tories must not look out of step with an anti-inequality consensus" - 

writes Mary Riddell 

Boris Johnson suggests Britain’s wealthiest people should be made to pay higher levels of council 

tax. 

After the Council Tax - JRF report on need for progressive property tax to help fight inequality. 

Quantitative Easing exacerbated inequality; UK needs infrastructure and education strategy to repair 

damage, says CEO of Legal and General. 

Wetherspoons staff to share £14m bonus after sales increase. 

Inheritance tax is 'vital' to stop growing inequality according to FT editorial. 

LOW AND HIGH PAY 

Standard Chartered joins rush to dodge bonus cap. 

Bank of England is urged to clamp down on bank bonuses.  

Coca-Cola defends $13bn executive pay proposal (£). 

BP chief executive's pay triples in 2013. 

Aviva could pay CEO up to 5.3 million pounds for first year of turnaround. 

PP chief Sorrell receives £23m payout. 

Former Shell chief paid £22m over two years despite profit warning. 

Barclays bosses get £32m in shares. 

New Co-op storm as board awards bosses huge pay and bonus deals. Co-op defends plans for 

bumper CEO pay packet. 

http://www.chartbookofeconomicinequality.com/
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304185104579437193433238018?mg=reno64-wsj
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/mar/18/poverty-benefits-cuts-uk-oecd
http://www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/books/2014/03/31/140331crbo_books_cassidy?currentPage=all
http://www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/books/2014/03/31/140331crbo_books_cassidy?currentPage=all
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/f551b3b0-a0b0-11e3-a72c-00144feab7de.html?siteedition=uk#axzz2uz6nwliM
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/02/opinion/sunday/kristof-the-compassion-gap.html?smid=tw-share&_r=0
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2014/03/while-tories-claim-growth-back-ed-miliband-will-seize-inequality-moment
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2014/03/while-tories-claim-growth-back-ed-miliband-will-seize-inequality-moment
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/georgeosborne/10705918/Budget-2014-Chancellor-George-Osborne-must-show-he-is-truly-on-the-side-of-those-who-suffer.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/conservative/10674231/Boris-Johnson-suggests-increasing-council-tax-for-the-super-rich.html
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/council-tax-impacts
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/8294733c-a540-11e3-8988-00144feab7de.html#axzz2vMXxfxl2
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/10697644/Wetherspoon-pays-staff-14m-bonus.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/a028e79a-b416-11e3-a09a-00144feabdc0.html?siteedition=uk
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/business/Finance/article1381844.ece?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/9640e646-a206-11e3-a621-00144feab7de.html#axzz2ut1jwdGO?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/38b0c94e-b41f-11e3-a102-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/mar/06/bob-dudley-chief-executive-bp-triples-pay
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/03/25/uk-aviva-salary-idUKBREA2N1M020140325
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/e3a0c4c4-a7ab-11e3-9c7d-00144feab7de.html#axzz2vY6oUebs?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/mar/13/shell-chief-peter-voser-pay-profit-warning-share-awards
http://www.scotsman.com/business/finance/barclays-bosses-get-32m-in-shares-1-3345390
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/mar/08/new-co-op-storm-pay-deals?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/10686443/Co-op-defends-plans-for-bumper-CEO-pay-packet.html?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite


Twenty one execs at UK's nationalised banks get £37 million in bonuses, provoking fury from pay 

campaigners and unions according to the Times.  

How the growth of executive bonuses in the UK has damaged investment, productivity and real 

wages. 

Banking bonuses worldwide up 29% as City of London fares even better with almost half reporting 

higher bonuses. 

FTSE 100 Non-Executive Directors Eye 8% Pay Hike. 

New research suggests CEOs are overpaid and that high pay damages performance.  

New research shows 42% of people think charities spend too much money on executive salaries. 

'Extravagant payments are claimed to drive companies forward. The evidence suggests the opposite' 

writes Will Hutton.  

Pay Contests Are about Status, Not Talent writes Margaret Heffernan.  

Early blow for ‘say on pay’ guidelines, reports FT. 

Major companies try to hide true scale of executive pay according to the High Pay Centre. 

Vince Cable warns 30 biggest firms over executive payouts and says employees may get a say on 

executive pay. 

Minimum Wage theft: First “naming and shaming” of a few of the many guilty employers. 

Many 'self-employed' women get by on less than £10,000 a year. 

Figures show huge rise in zero-hours contracts. 

Londoners do not believe minimum wage is enough to live on in the capital. 

Low Pay Commission needs shake-up to keep up with changing world - according to new Resolution 

Foundation report. 

LIVING COSTS 

Food poverty now bigger public health concern than diet – expert claims. 

Food banks given £2.9m by taxpayer. 

Inflation-busting rises expected to parking, pest control and waste charges as councils struggle to 

balance books according to analysis from the Times. 

Free banking will go, says RBS chief. 

Part-time childcare costs are now higher than average UK mortgage Family Childcare Trust research 

shows. 

http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/business/industries/banking/article4026843.ece
http://highpaycentre.org/blog/executive-pay-schemes-are-not-fit-for-purpose
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/mar/11/banking-bonuses-rise-city-of-london
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/ftse-100-non-executive-directors-eye-8-pay-hike-1440578
http://www.forbes.com/sites/mattsymonds/2014/03/06/now-its-official-big-company-ceos-just-arent-worth-what-we-pay-them/
https://www.thinknpc.org/publications/mind-the-gap/
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/mar/09/executive-pay-coop-business-economy?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/margaret-heffernan-/executive-pay-contests_b_4954064.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/3f870544-b26c-11e3-8038-00144feabdc0.html?siteedition=uk#axzz2wrmwfhGO&utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/jobs/10718069/Major-companies-try-to-hide-true-scale-of-executive-pay.html?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/mar/26/vince-cable-warns-biggest-firms-executive-payouts
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/03d79e3e-a06d-11e3-8557-00144feab7de.html?siteedition=uk#axzz2uhbMdSdt
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/mar/08/women-self-employed-gender-pay-gap-jobs?CMP=twt_gu&utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/mar/10/rise-zero-hours-contracts?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/mar/09/londoners-minimum-wage-income-standard-living-fall?CMP=twt_fd&utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/jobs/10692808/Low-Pay-Commission-needs-shake-up-to-keep-up-with-changing-world.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/jobs/10692808/Low-Pay-Commission-needs-shake-up-to-keep-up-with-changing-world.html
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/mar/03/food-banks-public-health-benefits-panorama?CMP=twt_gu&utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/politics/article4021305.ece?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/politics/article4021117.ece?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/business/industries/banking/article4020894.ece?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/News/part-time-childcare-costs-are-now-higher-than-average-uk-mortgage
http://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/News/part-time-childcare-costs-are-now-higher-than-average-uk-mortgage


Bankers' bonus cap architect says EU must sue UK government for allowing banks to sidestep EU 

rules limiting bonuses. 

'Inequality is fuelling London’s worst ever housing crisis' says Jean Lambert MEP. 

UK has a payday loan shop for every seven banks and building societies according to new research. 

Average house costs ten times typical full time salary according to new figures. 

POVERTY AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

 'Thousands of young people forced to go without food after benefits wrongly stopped under new 

sanctions regime' according to DWP figures.  

'Poorest families to miss out on £1,000 a year for help with childcare under voucher system' 

according to Resolution Foundation analysis.  

The government's child poverty strategy does little to tackle the inequalities that cause it argues Lisa 

Harker. 

DWP advising jobcentres on sending claimants to food banks. 

Spending cap will hit disabled and low paid without tackling underlying causes of social security bill 

according to Jonathan Portes.  

Welfare cap will disproportionately target benefits claimed by the poorest among us, warns Chris 

Goulden. 

http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/mar/04/bankers-bonus-cap-architect-says-sue-uk-government
http://www.economicvoice.com/jean-lambert-mep-inequality-is-fuelling-londons-worst-ever-housing-crisis/
http://www.theguardian.com/money/2014/mar/12/uk-payday-loan-shop-banks-building-societies
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2580611/Average-house-costs-ten-time-average-salary-Prices-reach-260-000-mortgage-lending-reaches-highest-level-start-credit-crunch.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/thousands-of-young-people-forced-to-go-without-food-after-benefits-wrongly-stopped-under-draconian-new-sanctions-regime-9162844.html?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/poorest-families-to-miss-out-on-1000-a-year-for-help-with-childcare-under-voucher-system-9162838.html?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/mar/04/government-strategy-cause-child-poverty-inequality-coalition?CMP=twt_gu
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/mar/04/government-strategy-cause-child-poverty-inequality-coalition?CMP=twt_gu
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/mar/11/food-bank-jobcentre-dwp-referrals-welfare
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/mar/19/welfare-spending-cap-hit-disabled-low-paid
http://www.jrf.org.uk/blog/2014/03/budget-2014-welfare-cap
http://www.jrf.org.uk/blog/2014/03/budget-2014-welfare-cap

